PREFACE
IN presenting to the public the first fruits of the Columbian Chemical Society, it may not be amiss, to give a short history of its rise and progress.
The Columbian Chemical Society was founded in the month of August 1811, by a number of persons desirous of cultivating chemical science, and promoting the state of philosophical enquiry. And although the numoer of members has not increased rapidly; yet, from the zeal manifested by the few who compose the Society, in investigating scientific topics, there is every reason to believe, that the period is not far distant, when this institution will rank high in respectability.
From the nature of the subject to be investigated, it followed, that essays would be frequently offered by its members. Hence arose that multiplicity of dissertations from which this selection has been made. The appearance, however, of some papers, whose relation to chemistry, is scarcely, if at all perceptible, prompts us to make one remark. One of the articles of the constitution expressly declares, that communications may be on subjects either chemical or philosophical.
The contents of the volume, are chiefly original, partly speculative, and partly practical. The great variety of topics investigated, the novelty of the essays, will, it is hoped, render the whole, somewhat interesting. In addition to the papers of the Society, it has been deemed proper to publish the Constitution, together with a list of officers, members, &c. &c.
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